FOREWORD

My association with the Government Law College, Thrissur (GLCT) is as old as the
institution. | remember with a sense of pride that | have been invited to all the important
academic events organised by the college over a period of more than two decades. My
visits to the college, including the one for delivering the prestigious C. Achyutha Menon
Memorial Lecture, always left indelible impressions in my mind. Each visit to GLCT
has strengthened my bonds- both emotional and intellectual- with the faculty and
students of the institution. | have always felt that this institution of legal learning has
great potential to emerge as a centre of excellence

These recollections rushed to my mind when | have been asked to associate with the
launching of an academic journal under the auspices of the Centre of Economics,
Development and Law, an initiative of GLCT. What baffled me initially was the title
Elenchus Law Review (Elen.LR), and, I am sure, | may not be the only one to be so
baffled. My attempt to unravel the mystery behind the title convinced me that it is the
most appropriate title for an academic journal. Elenchus is a dialectical method in the
Socratic tradition, which has been defined as ‘a form of inquiry and discussion between
individuals based on asking and answering questions to stimulate critical thinking and
to illuminate ideas’. The aim of Elenchus, according to Richard Robinson, is ‘to wake
men out of their dogmatic slumber into genuine intellectual curiosity’.

Elenchus Law Review describes itself as an inter-disciplinary law review. Inter-
disciplinary approach, contrary to what is commonly assumed, is not a current
development. This is what the great jurist Roscoe Pound said more than a century ago:
“The teacher of law should be a student of sociology, economics and politics as well.
He should know not only what the courts decide and the legal principles by which they
decide, but quite as much the circumstances and conditions, social and economic, to
which these principles are to be applied.”

However even after a century interdisciplinary approach is still in its infancy, especially
among legal academics mainly because they neither understood nor knew how to use
the guantitative and statistical methods developed by the social scientists. Incidentally
one of the papers included in the inaugural issue of the Elen.LR deals with the
‘methodological challenges while one attempts to cross beyond disciplinary boundaries
academically’. It is well to remember that attempts to break down discipline—specific
barriers sometimes runs the risk of eliminating, rather than integrating, disciplines. This
pertains to the need for developing appropriate tools to bring social science expertise
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into the legal learning environment.

It is gratifying to note that inter-disciplinary research, or rather meta-disciplinary
research, heralded as a means to dismantle the walls around academic disciplines, is
gathering momentum. The cognitive and social significance of interdisciplinary
thinking for students, faculty and professionals is being increasingly recognised. The
focus on inter-disciplinarity, which singles out Elen.LR from the run- of- the mill law
journals in our country, is a manifestation of that recognition.

Finally before bidding adieu, | must sound a word of caution. It is very easy to start a
journal; but to sustain it, maintaining quality, is more than a Herculean task. | am sure
that the Elen.LR team is well aware of the bumpy road ahead. With commitment,
dedication and determination they will have a smooth ride and reach their destination.
Bon Voyage!

Prof. (DR.) N KJAYAKUMAR



PATRON’S NOTE

My heartiest congratulations to the Editorial team of Elenchus Law Review for their
first endeavour.

The cultural capital of the state, Thrissur, had put its signature in the arena of legal
education only in 1992. The visionaries had dreamt that Government Law College,
Thrissur would live up to the challenges of new ages. And I feel proud standing on a 23
year old platform that the institution has grown to such a high level that it has been
possible to successfully groom its students into dignified and decent persons and
competent professionals. In spite of being the youngest among the Government Law
Colleges, it has nurtured excellent professionals for the future.

The institution went through a whole series of development over the years resulting in
the establishment of a new high tech library with a well-equipped cyber station having
various electronic data bases which are essential for a law student to be self-equipped
with all professional tactics. We are privileged to have four academic centres of
excellence with the aid and support of the government. Centre for business law, Dr. A.
T. Markose Chair on advanced legal studies, Centre for Law, Economy and
Development and Centre for Para Legal training and institutional ADR centre
distinguishes the institution from the rest of its kind. Students get ample opportunities to
develop their skills by indulging in the activities of these centres and thus materialises
the principle, learning by doing. National trial advocacy and moot court competitions
are organized in a splendid manner with the full support of the students and committed
team of faculty. Student lawyers are trained to scale up their professional skills and
capacity through an integrated mechanism of trial advocacy and moot court. We strive
to provide our students with every opportunity of joyful learning. Our aim is to bring
out their potential in order to help them achieve their aspirations. We have excellent
faculty as well as facilities for giving opportunity to excel in all fields. I am extremely
proud of our students and we enjoy working together like a big family. We would like
each of our students to be role models for their communities and become future leaders
of our country.

A long cherished ambition is being materialised by the launch of Elenchus Law Review.
Elenchus law review is a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal which aims at
prospering the aesthetic skills of the budding professionals. The journal amply shares
the views and opinions of the student academicia and legal fraternity in a critical
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perspective. It aims to promote research and writing centred on the theme of Justice to
enliven the practical content of life.

As the patron of the journal | take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude
towards each and every member of the editorial board for bringing laurels and glory to
the institution. | hope this journal will serve as an inspiration and encourage and
motivate the student community for similar future ventures. Thank you...

Prof. (DR.) MERCY THEKKEKKARA
Principal, Government Law College, Thrissur
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