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The word 'parliament' from the French parler, to speak, was first used in England in the
thirteenth century, where it meant an enlarged meeting of the King's council, attended by
barons, bishops and courtiers, to advise the King on law making, administration and judicial
decisions.! In the contemporary polity, parliament has multifarious role ranging from
citizen’s representation to budgetary allocations. It is the sole body empowered to make the
fundamental law of the land. Being a representative body, it enjoys unfettered, unconditional

and absolute legislative powers in democracy.

It is believed that the objective behind every legislation is to protect the rights and freedoms
of the citizens and to show the society a path to attain the fullest development of each
individual. Then what are the inputs on the basis of which these laws are made in the
parliament. How factors like popular sentiments, public interest, religious sentiments, moral
and ethical considerations, majoritarian decision, political ideology and theoretical
understanding guide the process of law making? How contradictions are being reconciled in
the parliament? In a democracy like India, to what extent the politics of compromise affect
the process of will formation? Will it lead directly to corruption and malfunctioning of the
system? All these aspects insist us to re-articulate the question of accountability and
legislative responsibility? Taking into account of these crucial aspects can we propose some

basic theoretical postulates to enrich the process of democratic law making in India?

! Kawooya, Denis Kibirige (2010) “Act of Parliament: The Role of Parliament in the Legislative Process: A
Commonwealth Perspective” 12 Eur. J.L. Reform, pp 32 -57
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